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PROPOSEDCONSTITUTIONFORTHENIGERIAUNIVERSITIESNURSING

STUDENTS’ASSOCIATION(NUNSANATIONAL)

PREAMBLE:

Takingintoconsiderationthegreaterchallengesthatbestridesthehonorable

NursingSciences,wetheBachelorofNursingSciencestudentsofthisgreat

countryNigeria,doherebyenactandgivetoourselvesthisconstitutionfor

enhancementofinterests,determinationandcommitmenttotheactualizationof

theyetunearthedpearlsinthevastfieldofNursingbothinNigeriaandbeyond.

ARTICLE1:ESTABLISHMENT

SECTION1: NAMEOFTHEASSOCIATION

Thebodyshallbeknown,referredtoandcalledtheNIGERIAUNIVERSITIES

NURSINGSTUDENTS’ASSOCIATION(NUNSA)NATIONAL.Hereinreferstothe

“Association”inaccordancewithprovisionofthisconstitution.

SECTIONII:LOGO–shallbethecircle,theNationalbodiesnameenclosedwiththe

Lampstandingonabook.

SECTIONIII: MOTTO–“SERVICEWITHKNOWLEDGEANDSKILLS”
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SECTIONIV: SUPREMACYOFTHECONSTITUTION

Thisdocumentissupremeandshallbebindingonallmembersand

authoritieswithinitconfines.

ARTICLEII

SECTION1

AIMSANDOBJECTIVES

1.Topromotethepursuitofacademicexcellenceinallramificationsforthe

upliftmentofnursingprofession.

2.Topromoteandprotecttheinterestofeverymemberoftheassociation.

3.Toencourageandsupportmutualexchangeofideasthroughscientific

researchesandseminarsonthesubjectofNursingSciences.

4.TofosterUnityamongthemembersoftheAssociationandthesocietyat

large

5.Topromoteandmaintainco-operationwithotherchaptersofNUNSAand

withotherassociationandorganizationformutualbenefits.

6.To promote participation ofmembers in Nationaland International
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UniversitiesNursingStudents’Association.

7.ToensureatleastanannualpublicationoftheAssociationsJournal.

SECTION2:INTERPRETATIONOFTHECONSTITUTION.

a.Everyregisteredstudenthasthepowertoquoteandinterprettherulesand

provisionsofthisconstitution.

b.Thepresidentshallhavethepowertointerprettheconstitution.

c.Thesenatepresidentshallhavethepowertointerprettheconstitution.

d.Suchinterpretationcanbedisputedorrejectedbyamajorityofawell-

organizedcongressmeeting.

e.Intheeventofdeadlock,theinterpretationoftheconstitutionrestswiththe

presidentoftheassociation.

ARTICLEIII:MEMBERSHIPANDOBLIGATIONS

SECTIONI:MEMBERSHIP:EverystudentsofthedepartmentofNursingsciences

inallNigeriauniversitiesshallautomaticallyonadmissionbecomeamember.

SECTIONII:Uponmembership,he/sheisofficiallyboundtofulfillallnecessary

obligationsasstipulatedinthisconstitutionandpreservestherighttoattenda
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nationalconvention.

SECTIONIII: CLASSOFMEMBERSHIP:Theassociationshallconsistof:

A.BONAFIDEMEMBERS:Abonafidemembershallbeanyregisteredstudent

oftheuniversitypursuingacourseofstudyintheDepartmentofNursing

Science.

B.HONORARYMEMBERS:Honorarymembersmaybeappointedasdeemedfit

byreasonofinterestoftheindividual(s)instudentsandacademicmatters

especiallyrelatingtotheassociationandnursing.Suchappointmentshallbe

madeknowntomembers.

C.EX-OFFICIALSMEMBERS:Ex-officiomembersshallcompriseofallPast

NationalPresidents ofNUNSA and pastsenate presidents ofthe

association.

ARTICLEIV:RIGHTSANDPRIVILEGES

SECTION1

a.BonafideMembers:Bonafidemembersshallhavetherightto:

b.Obtainonfirstregistration,acopyoftheassociationconstitution

c.Participateinrecognizemeetingsandfunctionsoftheconstitution.
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d.Usethefacilitiesprovidedandrecognizedbytheassociation.

e.Voteandbevotedinapprovedassociationelection.

f.Attendandfullyparticipateinproperlyconstitutedmeetingsofthe

association.

SECTION2:HONORARYMEMBERS:

Honorarymembersshallhavetheprivilegeto:

a.UsefacilitiesprovidedbytheAssociation

b.AttendallmeetingsoftheAssociation

c.SuchhonorarymembersshallNOThavevotingright

SECTION3:EX-OFFICIALSMEMBERS:

a.Shallhavetheprivilegetogoforexecutivecouncilmeetingsonlyon

invitationbythenationalpresident.

b.Perform reconciliatoryrolesinmattersofdisputethatthreatensthe

stabilityoftheassociation.

c.Performadvisoryrolestotheexecutivecouncil.
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SECTION4:LIFEMEMBERSHIP

1.Thesenatemayconferlifemembershiponanypastmemberofthe

associationwhohasshowndistinguishedcommitmenttotheprogramofthe

associationoveraperiodoffiveyears.

2.Thepersonshouldbeconferredhonorarylifemembershipoftheassociation

byvoteofnotlessthen4/5majorityofsenatorspresentandvotingatsuch

meeting.

3.Anypersonsoconferredwithhonorarylifemembershipoftheassociation

shallbeawardedacertificatesignedbythepresidentoftheassociation,

senatepresident,headofdepartmentandtheprovostofthecollegeofhealth

sciencesofthenationalpresidentsinstitution.

SECTION5

Incaseofdeathofanymember,suchdeceasedmembersshallbeentitledtoan

ObituaryreleaseandrepresentationoftheAssociationattheburial.

ARTICLEV:PATRONANDADVISERS

Section1:patronsoftheassociationshallincludeNANNM,ministerofhealth,

ministerofeducationandanyotherindividualapprovedbythenationallegislative

council(senate)
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Section2:staffadvisersshallinclude

H.O.D ofthe incumbentpresidentand senate president,anyotherstaff

suggestedbythesenateandexecutive.

Section3:LEGALADVISERS

Thesenateshallappointfrom timetotime,TwoLegalAdviserswillingtoprovidefree

consultations.

(a) AmemberofthesenateshallproposeanypracticingBarrister-at-law,qualifiedand

registeredwiththeNigeriaBarAssociationwithgoodrecordsofexperiencein

HealthcareLawsand studentunionActivities,preferablyaSeniorAdvocateof

Nigeria.

(b)ALegalAdvisershallbedeemedtohavebeenappointedafterrecordingavoteof

notlessthan2/3 ofthemembersofthesenatepresentandvoting,providedtheyform

aquorumatsuchmeetings.

\

Article6: AFFILIATIONS

SECTIONI: Theassociationshallrecognizeaffiliationsto:

a.UGONSA:UniversityGraduateofNursingScienceAssociation

b.NANNM: NationalAssociationofNigeriaNursesandMidwives

c.ICN: InternationalCouncilofNurses
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d.WACN: WestAfricanCollegeofNursing

e.ANNE: AssociationofNigerianNurseEducators

f.WANSA: WestAfricanNursingStudentsAssociation

ARTICLE7:THECONSTITUTION

SECTION1:SUPREMACY

(a)ThisConstitutionissupremeandtheprovisionsshallhaveabindingforceonall

members,bodiesandorgansofNUNSA.

(b)TheAssociationshallnotbegovernednorshallanypersonorgroupofpersons

takecontrolofthegovernmentofthisassociationoranyofitsorgans,exceptin

accordancewiththeprovisionsofconstitution.

(c)Ifanylaw,directiveoractionisinconsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisconstitution,

thisconstitutionshallprevailandsuchlaw,directivesoractionsshalltotheextentofthe

inconsistencybenullandvoid.

SECTION2:INTERPRETATION

(i)ThepowerofultimateinterpretationoftheconstitutionshallrestwiththeNUNSA

NationalSenatePresident.

(ii)Suchinterpretationshallbereversiblebyatleasttwothird(2/3)majorityofmembers

presentandvotingatthesittingofthesenate.

(iii)Inthisconstitution,unlessitisotherwiseexpresslystatedorrequestedbycontest,all

masculinepronounsincludefeminine.

(iv) OfficersoftheAssociationshallincludeanystudentservingthe association
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asa resultofelectionorappointmentinoneofficialcapacityortheother.

(v)Allassociationelectionsincludingelectionsintotheexecutivecouncil,elections

intothe

senate,electionswithinthesenate and bye-electionsshallholdinaccordancewith

theprovisionsoftheconstitution.

(vi)ConstituencyshallrefertoanydepartmentofnursingsciencesinNigerian

university.

SECTION3:AMENDMENT

(i)ThisConstitutionmaybeamendeduponaresolutiontodoso,passedbya

majorityofmembersoftheCongresspresentatanycongressmeeting.

(ii)AresolutionforamendmentoftheConstitutionmayalsobesentbyamotion

passedbyfour-fifth(4/5)majorityofNUNSANationalSenatememberspresentat

anymeetingprovidedtheyformaquorumatsuchmeetings.

(iii)Sucharesolutionshallonadoptionbesenttotheconstitutionreviewcommittee,

whichdeliberateandword(discuss)ontheamendment.

(iv)SuchamendmentwordingsshallbepresentedtotheentireNUNSANational

Senatemembers,andshallbeapprovedbytwo-third(2/3)majorityoftheNUNSA

NationalSenatemembersafterwhichitshallbepresentedthecongressand

comesintofulleffect.

SECTION4:SUSPENSION

(i)AsectionofthisConstitutionmaybesuspendedbyatleastfour-fifth(4/5)majority

ofsenatememberspresentandvoting.

(ii)Uponthesuspensionofsuchasection,aworkingordershallbeadoptedbyatleast

two-third
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(2/3)majorityoftheNUNSANationalSenatememberspresentandthecongressshallbe

informedaboutsuchsuspension.

(iii)Suchaworkingorderoradoptionshallremainbindingforaperiodofnotmorethan3

monthsduringwhichitshallbeconsideredforamendmentandshallbetenderedassuch.

ARTICLE8:THEEXECUTIVECOUNCIL

SECTION1:COMPOSITION: TheexecutiveCouncilshallconsistof

i. ThePresident

ii. TheVicePresident

iii. TheGeneralSecretary

iv. AssistantGeneralSecretary

v. Financialsecretary

vi. TheTreasurer

vii.WelfareSecretary

viii. Directorofsocials

ix. ThePublicRelationsOfficerI

x. ThePublicRelationsOfficerII
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xi. EditorinChief

xii. Academicdirector(Byappiontment)

SECTIONII:TENUREOFOFFICE

i. AllofficesoftheAssociationshallbeheldforoneacademicsession.Any

returningofficershallbeeligibleforre-electionsofarhe/shemeetsthe

guidelines.

ii. AnyofficeroftheAssociationmayaftergivingatleastonemonthwritten

noticeresignhispost.

iii. Theresignationnoticeshallinthecaseofthepresidentbeaddressedto

thesecretaryandinthecaseofanyothermemberoftheexecutive

counciltothepresident.

iv. Anymemberoftheexecutiveshallberemovedfrom officeiffound

wantingorguiltyofanyoftheoffenceslistedinarticle14sectionI.

SECTIONIII: POWERSANDFUNCTIONSOFEXECUTIVECOUNCIL

POWERS: Subjecttotheprovisionofthisconstitutiontheexecutivecouncilisan
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organoftheassociation’sgovernmentvestedwiththefollowingi.e.shall:

a.Provideforanexecutivemeetingtoholdatleasttwiceinayearand

emergencymeetingswhendeemednecessary.

b.Reachdecisionsandadoptmotionsatsuchmeetingsbyasimplemajority.

c.Attendmeetingsonbehalfoftheassociationwhetheratlocal,national,or

internationallevelasdeemedfit.

d.OrganizetheAnnualNUNSANATIONALCONVENTION

e.Dissolvethecommitteestowhichithaspowertoappointmembersfor

failuretodischargetheirdutiesandwhenthelifespanofsuchcommittee

expire.

f.SeetothedaytodayrunningoftheAssociation.

FUNCTION/DUTIESOFOFFICERS

SUB-SECTION1:THEPRESIDENTshall:

a.BethehighestrankingofficeroftheAssociation

b.Exercise controlover,harmonize and coordinate allaspects ofthe

Associations’activities.
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c.Havetheprerogativeofsummoningallemergencymeetings/congress

throughthegeneralsecretary.

d.BeoneofthesignatoriesoftheaccountoftheAssociationandapproveall

monetaryrequestsfortherunningoftheAssociationasmaybedeemed

necessary.

e.Takefinaldecisionwheneverthereisastalemateordeadlockinanymatter

concerningtheAssociation.

f.Havethepowertoadjournameetingorclosedisorderlymeetings.

g.Takedecisionsonurgentmattersonbehalfoftheassociationwherean

executivemeetingcannotbecalledwith24hours.

h.Delegatesdutiestoanymemberoftheassociationasmaybeconsidered

necessary.

i.Havetheprerogativetoappointtheacademicdirector

j.Perform suchotherfunctionsasmaybedirectedtohim/herfrom timeto

timebytheexecutivecouncil,senateand/ortheassociation
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SUB-SECTION2:THEVICEPRESIDENTShall:

a.Adviceandassistthepresidentintheperformanceofhisduties

b.Shalldeputizeforthepresidentinhisabsence

c.Alsodirectandcarryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfrom

timetotimebytheexecutivecounciland/ortheassociation.

d.Havetherightstoappointthelocalorganizingcommittee(LOC)for

nationalconvention.

SUB-SECTION3:THEGENERALSECRETARYShall:

a.Conveneallexecutivemeetingandcongressoftheassociation atthe

requestofthepresident.

b.HandleallcorrespondenceoftheAssociation

c.Shallrecordandreadminutesofallmeetingsoftheassociation

d.Shallpreparetheannualreportwhichshallbereadtomembersofthe

associationbeforethedissolutionoftheexecutivecouncilsequeltothe

swearinginofthenewexecutivecouncil.

e.ShallinviteEx-officialmemberstoexecutivecouncilmeetingsifneedbe.

f.Sendoutcircularsandagendaofmeetingsatleast48hoursbeforeallsuch
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meetings.

g.Perform suchotherfunctionsasmaybedirectedtohim/herfrom timeto

timebytheexecutivecouncil,senateand/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION4:ASSISTANTGENERALSECRETARYShall:

a.Assistthegeneralsecretaryintheperformanceofhis/herduties.

b.Shalldeputizeforhim/herinhis/herabsence.

c.Takeand keep attendanceand record ofexecutivemeetingsand

association’scongress:

d.Carryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimetotime

bytheexecutivecouncil,senateand/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION5:PUBLICRELATIONSOFFICERI&II

a.Beresponsibleforpublishingtheactivitiesoftheassociationstothe

generalpublicintheirdifferentzones.

b.Makesuchpublicstatement/representationonbehalfoftheassociations

fromtimetotimeasdeemedfitbytheexecutivecouncil.

c.Beamemberoftheeditorialboard

d.Shallseetothecompletedistributionofnationalconventionandother
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seminars/associationprogramspublicitymaterialsintheirrespective

zones.

e.Carryoutsuchactivitiesasmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimetotimeby

executivecounciland/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION6:FINANCIALSECRETARYShall:

a.Receiveandaccountforallassociationmoniesderivedfrom whatever

source

b.Beoneofthesignatorytotheaccountoftheassociation

c.Handoverallmoniessoreceivedtothetreasurerwithinaperiodofnot

exceeding48hoursofworkingdays.

d.ShallsubmithisrecordsandallotherpropertiesaccruingofNUNSA

NATIONALtothesucceedingexecutivecouncil.

e.Shallsubmitanannualfinancialreporttothesenatebeforesubmittingto

thecongress.

f.Carryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimetotime

bytheexecutivecounciland/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION7:THETREASURERShall
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a.Bethecustodianoftheassociation’smonies.

b.Shallkeepanaccountofallfundsoftheassociationreceivedfrom

financialsecretary.

c.Depositallmoniessoreceivedintheassociationaccountwithinnotmore

than72hoursofworkingdays.

d.Beoneofthesignatoriestotheassociation’saccount.

e.Carryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimetotime

bytheexecutivecounciland/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION8:WELFARESECRETARYShall:

a.Shallhavetheresponsibilityofseeingtotheorganizationandexecution

ofplansofthenationalconvention.

b.Shallseetothewelfareofallmembersoftheassociation

c.HandleallwelfaremattersinallnationalNUNSAprogrammes/seminars

d.Carryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimetotime

bytheexecutivecounciland/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION9:EDITORINCHIEFSHALL
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a.Shallberesponsibleforallpublicationsoftheassociation.

b.Shallpresideovertheactivitiesoftheeditorialboard.

c.Shalltogetherwiththeexecutiveappointmembersfortheeditorial

board.

d.Shallhavetheresponsibilitytoupdatetheassociations’website

e.Carryoutsuchactivitiesthatmaybedelegatedtohimfromtimeto

timebytheexecutivecounciland/ortheassociation.

SUB-SECTION10:ACADEMICDIRECTORSHALL

A.shallberesponsibleforallacademicactivitiesoftheassociation

B.shallberesponsiblefortheupdateoftheassociationswebsitewith

academicmaterials.

C.Shalltogetherwiththeexecutiveappointmembersforacademiccommittee.

D.Carryoutsuchactivitiesasmaybedelegatedfrom timetotimebythe

executivesand/ortheassociation.
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SUB-SECTION11:DIRECTOROFSOCIAL

a.Shallorganizesocialactivities(programsasapprovedbytheNUNSA

nationalsenate).

b.Shallpresentsocialactivitiesplantothehousenotlaterthanone

monthafterbeingsworn-in.

c.ShallensurethatthevicepresidentofNUNSAisuptodateonthe

plansandprocessesoftheactivitiestobecarriedout.

d.Shallrealizeandaccountformoniesrealizedfromsocialactivitiesand

paysametothefinancialsecretarywithin72hours.

e.Shallheadthesocial/welfareandentertainmentcommittee

ARTICLE9:LEGISLATIVECOUNCIL

TheparliamentshallbereferredtoastheNUNSAnationalsenatearm andits

membersthesenators.

SECTION1:COMPOSITION

(a) Two(2)Representativestudentsfromeachdepartmentofnursingscienceacross

thenation.

(b)Officersofthesenateshallinclude:Thesenatepresident,deputysenatepresident,the
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Clerk

ofthesenate,thechiefwhipandthesergeantatarm.

(c)Officersmustatleastbea300Levelnursingstudent.

(d)Officersofthesenateshallbeelectedatthenationalconventionofthebodyfrom

amongstitsmembersbytheelectoralcommittee.

SECTION2:TenureofOffice

(i)TheNUNSAnationalsenateshallfunctionforoneparliamentaryyearandshall

standdissolvedthereafter.

(ii)AparliamentaryyearshallextendfromthedayofswearinginoftheNUNSA

nationalsenatetothedayofswearinginofanewNUNSAnationalsenate.

SECTION3:POWERS

(a) TheExecutivecouncil,thevariousorgansoftheassociationshallbe

responsibletotheNUNSAnationalsenate.

(b) Itshallactasacheckontheactivitiesoftheassociation.

(c) Itshallapprovethebudgetwhichshallbepresentedbythepresidentofthe

associationnotlaterthan1monthafterswearingin.

(d) Transmit recommendations to the executive,congress and other

committeeforproperexecution.
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(e) Itshallconsidergrantingtheuseofextrafundrequiredforanyofficerof

theassociation.

(f) Itshalluponamatterofpetitionsignedbyten(10)membersoftheNUNSA

nationalsenatereviewanyprogramme(s)oftheexecutivecouncil.

(g) Itshalladopttheminutesofitssittingandshallmakepublictheadopted

minutesofitssittingthroughtheclerkofthesenatewithinforty-eighthours.

(h) Itshalldirect,ifitchoosestocallacongressmeetingtodetermineany

matterrelevanttotheassociation’sfunctions.

(i) ThedecisionoftheNUNSAnationalsenateshallremainvalidunless

contrarydecisionismadeatacongressmeetingorif2/3majoritydecideto

reversesuchdecisions.

SECTION4:OFFICERSOFTHESENATE

Sub-section1:THESENATEPRESIDENT

(i)TheSPShallbeareturningofficeroftheNUNSANATIONALSENATEARM

(II)TheSPshallberesponsibleforcallingthesittingofthesenatethroughthe

Clerkofthehouse.

(iii)TheSPshallpresideatallsittingofthesenatewiththemaceplacedonthehightable.

Theabsenceofwhichshallrenderthesittingnullandvoidexceptotherwisestatedinany

partofthisconstitution.

(iv)TheSPshallwiththesupportofthehousedisciplineerringmembersandnon-

memberstomaintainorderduringsittings.

(v)Heshallbeobligedtosummonsittingsofthesenatewhencalleduponbyatleastone-
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third(1/3)ofthemembersofthehouseappendingtheirsignaturestosuchcallsand

wherehefailstosummonthemeetingwithin72(seventy-two)hoursofreceivingsucha

call,themeetingshallstandconvened.

(vi)Heshallinterprettheconstitutionoftheassociationingoodfaith,duringthehouse

sittings.

(viii)Heshallimpartiallydirecttheproceedingsofthesenateandshallexecutesuch

functionsasthesenateconfersonhimundertheprovisionsoftheconstitution,

(ix) ThedecisionoftheSPmaybereversedbyatwothird(2/3)majorityofthe

membersofthesenatepresentandbyvoting.

(x) Hecanexerciseacastingvotingrightonly,ifthereisatie.

(xi)TheofficeoftheSPshallstandvacant,if:

(a) Atthedissolutionofthesenate.

(b) TheSPceasestobeamemberoftheSENATEby

reasonsotherthandissolutionofthebody.Thesereasonsincludewilfulresignation,

absenteeismfor3sittings,ifheisconvictedbyanylawinNigeriaorabroadandifheia

foundwantinginthedischargeofhisconstitutionalduties.

(xiii)TheSPofsenateshallbereferredtoasDistinguishedsenatepresident.

(xiv)Heshallbethecustodianoftheauthorityofthehouse(MACE).

Sub-section2:TheDeputysenatepresident

(i)Hemusthaveservedforatleastaparliamentaryyearatanyparliamentarylevel.

(ii)Heshall:

(a)Beresponsibleforconductingelectionswithinthesenateatallsittingsexceptthe

electionsoftheofficersofthesenate.

(b)Assistthe senatepresidentfrom time-to-timeinthedischargeofhisdutiesand

performallthedutiesoftheSPinhisabsence.

(c)IntheabsenceoftheDeputysenatepresidentatanymeetingofthesenate,another

memberofthesenatemaybeelectedtoperformthefunctionsforthepurposeofsuch

sittingsonly.
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Sub-section3:TheClerkofthesenate.

(i)TheClerkofthesenatewhomustbeatleastayearthreenursingstudent,shallbe

electedbymembersofthesenateattheirfirstsitting,theelectionswillbeconductedby

theelectoralcommittee.

(ii)Heshallberesponsiblefortakingproperminutesoftheproceedingsinthehouse.

(iii)HeshallincollaborationwiththeSPprepareagendaforallsenatesittingsandmake

thempublic.

(iv)HeshallontheinstructionoftheSPsummonallsittingofthesenateexceptthefirst

sitting.

(v)Heshallpublicizealltheadoptedminutesofthesittingwithin48hoursofsuch

adoption.

(vi)Heshallbethefinancialofficerofthesenateandkeepappropriatefinancialrecords.

(vii)He shallbe responsible forthe compilation ofproceedingsofthesenatefor

theparliamentaryyearforproperdocumentation.

(viii)Keeparecordofattendanceatallsenatesittingsandpublishthelistofattendance

ontheAssociationnoticeboardswithinforty-eight(48)hoursaftereachproceeding.

(ix)Sendacopyofsuchlisttothepresidentofthesenatefornecessary action in

accordance with relevantprovisionoftheconstitution.

Sub-section4:CHIEFWHIPOFTHEHOUSE

(i)HeshallassisttheSPinmaintainlawandorder

(ii)Heshallattendtovisitorsduringsittingsandcarryoutinstructionorinformationgivenby
thespeaker.

(iii)Heshallberesponsibleforsecurityinformationduringsitting

(iv)Heshalldischargeotherfunctionsasmaybedirectedbythesenatepresident.
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Sub-section5:TheSergeantatarms

(i)Heshallbringthemacetothehouseateverysitting

(ii) Heshallhaveacastingvoteatallelectionswithinthehouse,

(iii)Shallattendtoanyotherfunction(s)assignedtohimbytheSenatePresidentortwo-

thirdmajorityofthehouse.

Sub-section6:SITTINGSOFSENATE

(i)Thefirstmeetingofthesenateshallholdimmediatelyaftertheswearing-inceremony

ofthesenators.

(ii)Subsequentsittingsofsenateshallbesummonedby:

(a) Thesenatepresident,or

(b) Awrittenlettersignedbytwo-third(2/3)ofthesenators.

(iii)Withoutprejudicetoanypartofthisconstitution,asittingisonlydulysummoned

providedanoticeofitsdate,venue,time,andagendaisproperlyconveyedtoindividual

membersofthesenate,andpastedontheassociationnoticeboard/socialmedia

platforms,bytheClerkoftheHouse,atleastforty-eight(48)hoursbeforethefixedtime.

Sub-section7:QuorumintheSenate

(i)Quoruminthesenateshallbeformedbytwo-third(2/3)oftheelectedmembers

(ii) Wheresub-section(i)abovefails,afterthirty(30)minutesoftheappointedtime,

the

sittingcancommenceprovidedtheSPinconsultationwithatleastone-third(1/3)ofthe

entiresenatorspresentareinharmony.

(i) Ifatanytime

(ii) inthecourseofthesitting,anobjectionistakenbyanymemberof

thesenatethatarepresentinthehouse,fewerthanone-third(1/3)of

allmembersofthehouse,andthepersonpresidingagreeingafter

amandatoryheadcountofthememberspresentthatthenumber
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presentislessthanone-third(1/3)ofallmembers,heshall

thereuponadjournthesitting.

Sub-section8: ProcedureatSENATESittings.

(i) TheseshallpresideatasittingoftheSenate:

(a) TheSPorinhisabsence

(b) TheDeputySenatepresident,or

(c) Anysuchmemberofthesenatethatthebodymay

electforthatpurpose.

(ii)WheretheDeputySenatePresident,orsuchothermembersoelectedhastopreside

atanysitting,thefunctionsunderArticle9,section1ofthisconstitutionshallbe

exercisedbysuchperson.

(iii)IntheabsenceoftheDeputysenatepresidentandtheClerkoftheHouse,thesenate

shallelectpersonsamongsenatorstoactintheirpositionatthatsitting.

Sub-section9: DeliberatingMotion.

(i) TheSPshallonlycallfordeliberatingmotionsafteranextensivedeliberationon

anyissueunderconsideration.

(ii) Suchmotionmaybefororagainstthesubjectundertheconsideration.

(iii) The motion in support of any subject underconsiderationshallbe

secondedbyanothersenatememberbeforeacceptance.

(iv) Themoverofanymotionshallbegivenanopportunitytoexplaintherationale

behindsuchmotions,

(v) TheSPshallthencallforanamendmentofanymotion

(vi)Exceptotherwisestatedinanypartofthisconstitution,amotionmaybepassed:

(a) Unanimously

(b) byasimplemajorityvote.

(vii)Aftertheadoptionofthemotion,itshallbetakenasalaw.
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Sub-section10:ProceduralMotion

(i) Proceduralmotionsmaybecalledforbythesenatepresident.

(ii) Membersofthesenatemaycalluponproceduralmotions by pointing to an

order,correction orinformation,

(iii)Suchpointshallbe.intheorderofpreference:

(a) Moveamotion.

(b) Withdrawalofamotion.

(c) Motiontoadjournthemattertoalaterspecifiedmeeting

(d) Nextbusiness.

(e) Amotiontoreferthemattertoacommitteeforinvestigation.

(f) Amotiontolimitdebatetoacertainspecificperiodoftime.

(g) IntroduceanybusinessdeemedbytheSenatepresidenttobeurgent.

(h)ReverseadecisionoftheSenatepresident.

(i)Suspendastanding orderorclause oftheconstitution.

(j)Suspendthewholeoftheconstitution.

Sub-section11:VotingintheNUNSANationalSenate

(a) EverymemberofthesenateexcepttheSenatePresidentshallbe

entitledtovotewithinthesenate.

(b) TheSenatePresidentshallhavecastinganddeliberatevoteonlywhen

thereisatie.

(c) Votinginthehouseshallbebyshowofhandsexceptfortheelectionof

officersofsenate,whichshallbebysecretballot.

Sub-section12: Absenteeism.

(i)Anymemberofthesenatewhoabsentshimselffrom twoconsecutivemeetings

withoutpriornoticetotheclerk,inwritingshallbeliabletodismissalbythesenate

president.
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(ii)Suchperson(s)shallbestrippedofotherofficesheldforthatsession.

(iii)Anymemberofthesenatethatcomestoasittingbeforeforty-five(45)minutes

afterthecommencementofthesittingwithreason(s)acceptabletothehouseshallbe

askedtositbehindforsometime.

(iv)Anymemberofthesenatethatcomestoasittinglaterthanforty-five(45)minutes

afterthecommencementofthesittingwithoutreason(s)acceptabletothehouseshall

bedeemedabsent&shallbepunishedbythehouse.

(v)senator(s)whofailtomakeuptosixty60% attendanceofsenatesittings

convenedaftertheirelectionintoofficeshallnotbeeligibleforcertificateofservice.

Sub-sevction13:RightsofAttendance.

(i) Non-member(s)ofthesenateshallhaverightstoattend

senatesittingsasobserver(s).

(ii) Non-membersofthesenatemaybepermittedtospeakatthediscretionoftheSP

(iii)Non-membersshallhavenovotingrightsatsenatesittings.

Sub-section14:StandingsOrdersofSenate

Thisstandingshallhavepowerovertheparliamentarysittingsandexecutive

sessions

(i) EverymemberofthesenateshallbereferredtoasSenatorandtheyshall

representthegeneralinterestofNUNSA.

(a)Thereshallbeamaceatthesenatepresident'stableateverysittingofthehouse.

(b) Themaceshallserveasthesymbolofauthorityofthehouse.

(c) Anysittingheldwithoutthemaceonthesenatepresident'stableshallbe

regardedasunconstitutionalandanydecision/resolutionmadeatsuchsittingshallbenull

andvoid.

(d) Incircumstanceswherethemacecannotbefound,two-thirdmajorityofthe

housewillhavethepowertoholdsitting.
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(ii) TheentryoftheHouseOfficersshallbemadeknownbytheClerkoftheHouseatany

sittingandthehouseshallriseattheirentryandshallresumetheirseatwhenthe

SenatePresidenthastakenhisseat.

(iii)Allmembersshallbeformallydressedateverysittingofthesenate.Formallydressed

entailsamaleSenatorDressedinapairoftrousers,shirt,tie,andshoesto-match,anda

femaleSenatordressedinaskirt,blouseandshoesto-match.Acompletetraditional

attireisalsoacceptable.

(iv)Violationofsubsection(iii)shallattractapenaltyatthediscretionoftheSP.

(iv)TheClerkoftheHousemaybesummonedtogiveasummaryofformersitting(s).

(v) TheSPshallinform allmembersabouttheagendaofthemeetingatthe

commencementofthesittingforadoption.

(vii)TheSP,DSP,Clerkofthesenateshallsitatthehightable.

(viii)WiththeexceptionoftheSP,everyotherpersonaddressingthehouseshallstand

andacknowledgetheHousethus;distinguishedsenatepresident,distinguishedsenators.

IftheSPhasanyreasontostandtoasserthisauthority,anybodystandingshall

immediatelyresumehisseatandkeepquiet,

(v)TheSPshallmakepreferenceiftwoormoremembersraisetheirhandsatatime,

(vi) Oncethesittingisinsession,movementsontheflooroftheHouseshallbe

prohibited exceptwith duepermissionoftheSP

(vii) DisciplinarymeasureswillbetakenbytheSP againstanymemberwho

contravenestheproceedingsofthesenate.Suchmeasureswouldstandreversiblebytwo-

third(2/3)majorityofthesenatememberspresentandvoting

(xii)DebateswithintheHousemustbelimitedtoimmediatependingquestions.

(xiii)TheSPshallruleoutofordersenatememberswhofailtoadheretothesubjectof

discussionorforanyotherreasonasstatedbythesenatepresident.

(xiv)MotionofAdjournment:

 Amotionforadjournmentofasittingmaybemovedatanytimeduringthesitting.

Suchmotionsshallbesupportedbytwo-third(2/3)ofmemberspresentafteranextensive



30

anddecisivedeliberationofthemattersontheagenda.

 FurtherdebateswithintheHousewillnotbepermittedonceamotionfor

adjournmenthasbeenmassedintoaresolution.

 IfatameetingthereisagravedisorderwhichinopinionoftheSPrenderstheorderly

dispatchofthebusinessofthehouseimpossible;theSPmaywithoutquestion:

(a)Adjournthemeeting

(b)Suspendthesittingofthemeetingforsuchperiodashemayconsiderexpedient.

Sub-section15Recess:

Ia)ArecessshallbecalledbytheSenatepresidentorsuggestedbyanymemberofthe

senate.

(b)Thisshallbeputintovoteuponanyrefusalordisapproval.

(c) Therecessshallnotexceedthirty(30)minutes.

(d) Aspecificrecessforaspecifictimeintervalsshallbe

raisedbytheSenatePresidentandapprovedbysimple

majorityoftheHouse.

Sub-section16:PointsofOrder.

(i)Inadditiontodiscussiononamotionoramendment,theSpeakershallallowthe

followingpointsinorderofprecedence:

(a) PointofOrder.

(b) PointofInformation.

(ii)APointofOrderwhenraisedshouldbeheardatalltimesexceptwhenvotingorwhenthe

senatepresidentisspeakingoronhisfeet.Apointofordershallconcernsuchmattersas:

(a) Indecorum

(b) Intentiontorefertostandingordersandaclauseoftheconstitution.

(c) Violationofstandingorders.

(d) Introductionofamatternotrelevanttoquestionunderdiscussion.

(iii)Apointofinformation,whichshallbeentertainedatthediscretionoftheNUNSAnational

SenatePresident,shallbetoinformthehouseonissuesthatmaybeofhelponthequestion
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underdiscussion

ARTICLE10:NUNSANATIONALCONGRESS

SECTION1:

a.TheNationalNUNSAcongressshallcompriseofallregisteredNUNSA

chapterpresidentsofalluniversitydepartmentofnursingscience.

SECTION2:FUNCTION

a.Reservethepowerstoelectamongthem achairmantopresideover

meetingstheydecidetohaveontheirown withoutthenational

executivecouncil.

b.Toprotecttheimageofthestudents,theinstitutionandthatofthe

profession.

c.Shallbytheagreementof2/3majoritycallforthereview ofthe

associationconstitutionanditsapproval.

d.Perform reconciliatoryrolesinmattersofdisputesthatthreatensthe

stabilityoftheassociation.

e.Performadvisoryrolestotheexecutivecouncil.

f.Togetherwith theirzonalexecutivecouncilmembersconductabye-
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electionintoanyvacantelectiveoffice.

g.Shallhavethepowertopassav̀ote’ofnoconfidenceonanyofficerof

theassociationnotperforminghis/herdutiestotheassociationshallbe

removedfromofficebyavoteofnoconfidencepassedby2/3majority

oftheentireNUNSANATIONALCONGRESS.

h.Callfortheimpeachmentofanyexecutivefoundguiltyofgross

misconductandabuseofoffice.

ARTICLE10: ELECTORALACTS

SECTION1:ZONING

Inlinewiththiselectoralact,zoningisbasedupontheprincipleofrotationamong

thefourmajorregionsinthefederalrepublicofNigeria,viz:easternregion,

northernregion,southernregionandwesternregion.Thezoningwilltakethe

formatbelowinaclockwiserotation.

EAST → SOUTH

↑ ↓

NORTH ← WEST
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ThePositionsareinthefollowinggroups

GroupA

President
Assistantgeneralsecretary
Clerkofthesenate
Directorofsocial

GroupB

Senatepresident
PublicrelationsofficerI
Treasurer
Editorinchief

GroupC
Vicepresident
Deputysenatepresident
Welfareofficer
PublicrelationsofficerII

GroupD
SecretaryGeneral
Financialsecretary
Chiefwhip
Directorofacademics.

SECTION2:INDEPENDENTELECTORALCOMMITTEE(IELCOM)

a.TheIELCOM willconsistofonerepresentativefrom eachuniversity

presentattheconventionnominatedbythechapterpresidents
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b.Thenamesofnominatedmembersaretobesubmittedbychapter

presidentstotheNationalGeneralSecretaryonarrival(firstday)

c.Themembersreservetherighttoelecttheirchairmanandsecretaryin

their1stmeetingthewhichwillbefollowedwiththeinaugurationbythe

NationalSenatePresident.

d.TheIELCOM willseetothesalesofelectionforms,screeningofall

aspirants,conductmanifestoesbeforetheelectionandconductthe

election.

e.TheNationalexecutiveswillonlyceasetofunctionimmediatelyafter

theswearinginoftheexecutiveselectonthelastdayoftheconvention.

f.TheIELCOMshallproposeabudgetwhichsubjecttotheratificationof

thesenatebeusedusedfortheconductoftheelectionandthereaftera

financialreportbepresentedtothesenatebeforeinaugurationofthe

executivecouncil.

g.Thebudgetin(f)shouldbesenttothesenatethroughtheclerk2days

beforetheelection.

h.Apercentageofthefundgeneratedasapprovedbythesenatewillbe

remittedTONUNSAaccountandreservedfortheincomingexecutive
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council.

SECTION3:ELIGIBILITYOFCANDIDATEFORELECTION

a.ONLYuniversitiesandnunsiteswhohavepaidtheirnationalduesevident

bythepresentationofthetellers/receiptsrespectivelywillbeeligibletovote

andbevotedfor.

b.CandidatesforthepostofpresidentMUSTNOTHAVEWRITTENFIRST

SEMESTEREXAMSOF500Lpriortoelections.

c.Aspirantsvyingforthepostofthepresidentandgeneralsecretary,MUST

haveheldaleadershippositionatanylevelevidentbycertificateof

service.

d.Allaspirantsbeforebeingregisteredshallbesubjectedtoscreeningby

theelectoralcommittee.

e.Anycandidatepreviouslyremovedfromofficebyimpeachmentshallnot

beeligibleforre-election.

f.Finalyearstudentsareeligibletocontestanelectionsofartodoesnot

contravenesection3(b).
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SECTION4:METHODOFELECTION

a.ONLYTWODELEGATESaspresentedbychapterpresidentfrom each

registereduniversityshallbeallowedtovote.

b.Electionisgoingtobebysecretballotsystem.

ARTICLE11: MEETINGS

SECTION1:EXECUTIVEMEETINGSShall

a.Beconvenedasprovidedinarticle8.SectionIII,Subsectioniii(a)ofthe

constitution.

b.Atleasttwiceayearasagreedintheinauguralexecutivemeeting

immediatelyafterswearingin.

c.Allexecutiveareexpectedtobepresentforallmeetings.

d.Executivesareexpectedtocomeforallmeetingsincompletecorporate

ortraditionalattire.

SECTIONII:CONGRESS

Ameetingofthenationalexecutives,thesenateandallchapterpresidents.

Shallbe:
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Heldatleasttwiceinayear:atthenationalconventionandanyotherdateto

befixedbytheexecutivecouncil.

SECTIONIII:EMERGENCYEXECUTIVEMEETINGS/CONGRESSshallbe

Summonedwhendeemednecessarybythenationalpresident.

ARTICLE12: NATIONALCONVENTIONS

SECTIONI: HOSTVENUE

(a)Each nationalconvention shallbe hosted bythe Universityofthe

IncumbentNationalPresidentoranyothervenueasdeemedfitbythe

nationalpresident.

(b)Thenationalpresidentshallworkincollaborationwiththehostchapter

executivestoensurethesuccessoftheconvention.

SECTION II:THE LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE(LOC)FOR NATIONAL

CONVENTION

(a)TheLOCchairmanandmembersshouldbeappointedandinauguratedby

thevicepresident.

(b)TheLOCshouldbecomposedfoChairperson,secretary,treasurerand
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othermembers.

(c)ThemembersoftheLOC shallconsistofatleastonememberper

institution.

ARTICLE13: PATRONS/PATRONESS(ES)

i. ThereshallbepatronsandpatronessesincludingtheHeadofDepartment

Nursing Sciences,NANNM chairman,NMCN registrar,DirectorsofNursing

servicesandotherperson(s)asdeemfitbytheexecutivecouncil.

ARTICLE14: DISCIPLINE/IMPEACHMENT

SECTIONI:Allelectedofficeroftheassociationshallbeliabletoimpeachmentby

theNUNSAnationalsenatearmifandwhen foundguiltyoftheoffencesherein

categorized.

a.Provedcasesofmisappropriationoffunds

b.Grossmisconduct

c.Stealing

d.Abuseofoffice

e.ConvictionbyanycourtinNigeriaorabroadonanyoffence.

SECTION2:
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A.Issuesunresolvedforover8weeksinthechaptercanbemovedtothenational

forfinaldeliberationanddecisionbyexecutiveand/orsenate. .

B.EachchapterisfinanciallyaccountabletoNUNSAnationalsenateinthecaseof

anymisappropriationofchapterfund.

CONSTITUTIONREVIEWCOMMITTEE

SENATEPRESIDENT,NUNSANATIONAL2016/2017

EKWONUIMMACULATAOBINUJU

CLERKOFTHESENATE

SEN.FIITORNUBARISAMUEL(UNIZIK)

DEPUTYSENATEPRESIDENT

SEN.SHITTUAMINAT(OAU)

SEN.FAHADUMARBASA(A.B.U)

SEN.CALEBCHIMEREZE(UNN)

SEN.VERAUZOMBA(IUO)

SEN.MOKEMEWINFREDAMARA(UNIBEN)

SEN.PATRICKONYEKA(N.D.U)
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SEN.ESTHER(I.U.O)

SEN.JIBRILABUBAKAR(UNIJOS)

SEN.OKOI(UNICAL)

C.membershipofNUNSAnationalisbasedonfinancialcommitmentofthe

variouschapterstotheassociation.

D.Allchaptersshallpayauniformamountasdecidedbynationalexecutiveswith

aconfirmationfromthesenatewithinthefirstfour(4)monthsofthetenureofthe

NUNSAnationalassociation.

E.Attheexpirationofthe4months,anychapterthatdoesnotpaywillbefinedan

additional10%oftheproposedamount.

F.Anychapterthatfailstopaytheirchapterdueattheendofaparticulartenure

willpayfortheyearstheyfailedtopaywhentheydeemitfitplusthe10%fine.


